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SUBJECT: REPRESENTATION ON ARAB BOYCOTT 

REF: (A) STATE 043693, (B) STATE 043697, (C) STATE 043716, 

(D) KUWAIT 0927. 

1 . AMBASSADOR, ACCOMPANIED BY E/C SECTION CHIEF, CONVEYED 
POINTS CONTAINED PARA 1 REF A MARCH ONE TO AMBASSADOR 
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MUSTAFA ABDUL-SAMAD, DIRECTOR OF FOREIGN MINISTRY'S POL- 
ITICAL DEPARTMENT (IN ABSENCE OF UNDERSECRETARY RASHID 
AL-RASHID, WHO DEPARTED SAME DAY FOR RIYADH). AMBASSADOR 
PROVIDED COPY OF SECRETARY'S STATEMENT (REF B), AND LEFT 
AIDE-MEMOIRE ON BOYCOTT BASED ON REF A. AT END OF PRESEN- 
TATION HE NOTED HE HAD DISCUSSED BOYCOTT IN TWO RECENT 
MEETINGS WITH FOREIGN MINISTER SABAH AL- AHMAD, AND ASKED 
THAT AIDE-MEMOIRE AND SECRETARY'S STATEMENT BE BROUGHT 
TO MINISTER'S ATTENTION. 

2. ABDUL-SAMAD EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR DETAILED EX- 
PLANATION OF US POSITION. HE NOTED THAT BOYCOTT IS "VERY 
SENSITIVE" SUBIECT FOR KUWAIT BECAUSE IT TOUCHES ON STATE 
OF WAR WITH ISRAEL AND SOVEREIGNTY OF STATES. BOYCOTT, 
ABDUL-SAMAD EMPHASIZED, WAS NOT INTENDED TO INTERFERE WITH 
FRIENDLY RELATIONS EXISTING BETWEEN US AND KUWAIT. ALSO, 
ABDUL-SAMAD SAID, IT HAD TO BE UNDERSTOOD THAT IN 
APPLYING BOYCOTT, KUWAIT WAS SIMPLY APPLYING COMMON POLICY 
ADOPTED BY ARAB STATES. QUESTIONS ABOUT BOYCOTT POLICY 

OR DETAILS HAD TO BE RESOLVED BY ARAB STATES AS A GROUP, 

NOT BY INDIVIDUAL ARAB STATES. 

3. "SPEAKING PERSONALLY” ABDUL-SAMAD SAID HE FELT AMBASSADOR'S 
PRESENTATION ON BOYCOTT HAD DEALT MORE WITH POSSIBLE COMPLI 
CATIONS CAUSED BY BOYCOTT'S ALLEGED INTERFERENCE IN US 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS THAN ON IMPORTANCE OF CONTINUING AND 
DEVELOPING TRADE RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES. 
AMBASSADOR REPLIED THAT THIS WAS TRUE, PRECISELY BECAUSE 

OF THE OBSTACLES BOYCOTT REQUIREMENTS RAISED FOR THE 
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SMOOTH AND EXPANDED DEVELOPMENT OF THESE TRADE RELATIONS. 

4. ABDUL-SAMAD APPRECIATED EXPLANATION OF ADVANTAGES OF 
POSITIVE AS COMPARED TO NEGATIVE CERTIFICATION OF ORIGIN. 

NOTING THAT HE WAS UNFAMILIAR WITH SUCH DETAILS, HE SAID 
THAT THESE MATTERS WOULD BE SUBMITTED TO SPECIALIZED 
DEPARTMENTS WITHIN GOK AND AMONG ARAB GROUP AS WHOLE FOR 
STUDY. AMBASSADOR MENTIONED THAT HE HAD ALSO PREVIOUSLY 
DISCUSSED BOYCOTT QUESTIONS WITH MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS 
(WHOSE MINISTRY INCLUDES KUWAIT BOYCOTT OFFICE) AND WOULD 
ALSO SEND COPY OF AIDE MEMOIRE AND THE SECRETARY'S STATE- 
MENT TO THAT MINISTER. 

5. COMMENT: TWO WEEKS AGO FOREIGN MINISTER TOLD ME KUWAIT 
WOULD ACCEPT POSITIVE CERTIFICATION IF SAUDI ARABIA DID 
(REF D). PURSUANT TO INSTRUCTIONS REF C, I MADE NO REF- 
ERENCE TO SAUDI ACCEPTANCE OF POSITIVE CERTIFICATION IN 
DISCUSSION WITH ABDUL-SAMAD, ALTHOUGH THIS WOULD HAVE 
GIVEN MAIOR IMPACT TO MY DEMARCHE, SINCE MORNING 
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ARABIC PRESS HAD CARRIED NO REPORT OF SECRETARY'S STATE- 
MENT. PRESUMABLY, MENTION OF SAUDI ACTION IN SECRETARY'S 
STATEMENT WILL BE NOTED IF IT IS READ IN ITS ENTIRETY. 
MAESTRONE 
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